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3 FNF H [1477-1504; styled Kanjung #:f'; sobriquet Kénch’on #Zf and
Choéngjae F7; ancestral seat Kyongju B2 /{]: scholar-official under
Yonsangun #ELLAY [r. 1494-1506; 1476-1506] and a son of Yi Sejwa.

4 TRAEG4EFE ) - miscellany by Yi Ki 428% [1522-1604; sobriquet Songwa F2f%].
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The Loyal Dancing Girl

Vol. I: 12; translated 27 May 1921; Diary XVI, pp. 154-5; 64.

Non’gae was the name of a famous dancing girl of Chinju. She was at-
tached to the Government Bureau. In the year 1592, when the city fell
before the Japanese, Non’gae, dressed in her best with rouge and pow-
der, prepared as for her wedding day. She stood on the high cliff just
beneath Choksongnu Pavilion. Here the drop is very great — many hun-
dred feet.

A Japanese, seeing her, was greatly delighted but feared to go near
her as she stood in a place of danger. One Japanese, however, of special
bravery, came forth and she smiled to meet him. He was a high officer
and came forward to put his arms about her. At once she sprang for-
ward and threw her arms about him and with a bound was over the
cliff with him.

Many, yes — very many of these dancing girls died rather than be
spoiled by the Japanese soldiers. Their names, however, are lost. They
were only dancing girls and women given over to a licentious life, not
people from whom one could expect loyalty and devotion. They died
as though it were as easy as going sweetly home. Thus they escaped
dishonour and made a name for themselves.
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